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The TUM SEED Center is an Excellence Centre for Exchange and Development, funded by DAAD and 
the German Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development from 2020 to 2029. The TUM 
SEED Center conducts research and offers higher education at the intersection of Sustainable 
Energies, Entrepreneurship, and Development (SEED) in the Global South. The TUM SEED Center 
consists of the Technical University of Munich (TUM) and ten leading technical universities across the 
Global South, including Bahir Dar University (Ethiopia), Bandung Institute of Technology (Indonesia), 
Burkina Institute of Technology (Burkina Faso), Kwame Nkrumah University of Science and Technology 
(Ghana), Indian Institute of Technology Bombay (India), Jomo Kenyatta University of Agriculture and 
Technology (Kenya), Makerere University (Uganda), Namibia University of Science and Technology 
(Namibia), Pontificia Universidad Católica del Perú (Peru), and Stellenbosch University (South Africa). 
 
The TUM SEED Center is proud to announce the SEED Alumni of the Year 2026 Award, established to 
recognize and celebrate the continued engagement and contributions of SEED alumni. This award 
honors alumni who have built on their SEED-funded mobility experience and remained connected with 
the SEED community through collaboration, knowledge exchange, outreach, mentoring, or other forms 
of engagement. Through this initiative, the TUM SEED Center aims to highlight the lasting impact of 
SEED-funded academic exchange, strengthen its growing alumni network, and recognize alumni who 
actively contribute to the Center’s spirit of collaboration, impact, and community-building. 
 
Who can apply? 
 
This award is open to SEED alumni who received a SEED-funded mobility grant within the past five 
years and successfully participated in a SEED-related event organized by the TUM SEED Center or 
one of its partner universities. 
 
For the purpose of this award, SEED alumni are defined as former mobility grant recipients whose 
funded participation has already been completed. Current SEED scholarship holders, current mobility 
grant recipients, and individuals currently employed by or formally working for the TUM SEED Center 
are not eligible to apply. 
 
Award Categories 
 
Applicants may apply for one of the following two award categories: 
 

1. Empowering Women in Sustainable Energies: This category recognizes SEED alumni who 
have made an outstanding contribution to empowering women in the field of sustainable 
energies. Contributions may include, but are not limited to, leadership, mentorship, education, 
advocacy, community engagement, research, entrepreneurship, or professional achievements. 

 
2. Enhancing the TUM SEED Center’s Visibility and Impact: This category recognizes SEED 

alumni who have actively contributed to strengthening the visibility, outreach, and impact of 
the TUM SEED Center. Contributions may include, but are not limited to, sharing SEED-related 
experiences, engaging relevant stakeholders, fostering networks, supporting communication 
activities, or serving as ambassadors of the SEED community. 
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Award and Symposium Participation 
 
Selected awardees will be invited to present their SEED journey at the Annual SEED Symposium, taking 
place from 24 to 26 August 2026 in Kumasi, Ghana. 
 
Subject to eligibility and in accordance with the applicable funding regulations, the TUM SEED Center 
may support selected awardees’ participation in the Symposium. This may include travel and 
accommodation arrangements in line with the principles of economic efficiency and frugality. The 
organizational responsibility for visa applications lies with the awardees. The TUM SEED Center may 
provide supporting documents where required. 
 
Evaluation and Selection 
 
Applications will be assessed based on the quality, relevance, and impact of the applicant’s SEED-
funded experience and their continued engagement with the SEED community. Particular attention will 
be given to the applicant’s contribution to the selected award category, alumni’s engagement in 
sustainable energies, entrepreneurship, and policy, as well as their contribution to strengthening the 
SEED Center’s spirit of collaboration, impact, and community-building. The final selection will be made 
by the TUM SEED Center based on the submitted application documents. 
 
Application Process 
 
Applications must be submitted via the online application form: https://wkf.ms/4wkUP0b  
 
The application deadline is 15 July 2026, 23:59 CEST. Only complete applications submitted by the 
deadline can be considered. 
 
Required Application Documents 
 

• Current curriculum vitae (CV) 
• Relevant supporting documents, if applicable, such as certificates, publications, proof of 

professional achievements, or other documentation substantiating the application 
 
Contact 
 
If you have questions about the application process, please contact the TUM SEED Center at seed-
center@tum.de. 

https://wkf.ms/4wkUP0b
mailto:seed-center@tum.de?subject=Q:%20SEED's%20Alumni%20of%20the%20Year%202026%20Award
mailto:seed-center@tum.de?subject=Q:%20SEED's%20Alumni%20of%20the%20Year%202026%20Award

